
Hello - and welcome to class! 
 
As a PCUSA ruling elder, Grace and Peace to each of you! -- from the congregation 
and Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, Nevada ς serving the whole 
[ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŎǊƻǎǎ-ǊƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅέ - where the Los Angeles to Salt 
[ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ǘƻ wŜƴƻ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ά·Φέ   
 
As the immediately Past-Moderator of the Presbytery of Nevada, God be with you -- 
and greetings! -- from the other 32 neighboring Presbyterian churches, worshipping 
fellowships, new church developments, and specialized ministries and from the 53 
active and retired pastors who together, comprise the Presbytery of Nevada which 
covers the state and five counties in Eastern California. 
  
And as a Nevada Presbytery Commissioner to the Synod of the Pacific (of which our 
presbytery is a part), ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ -- from the 397 
churches in the other 10 presbyteries of our Synod which also includes Oregon, 
LŘŀƘƻΣ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ Χ 
 
I give you these greetings from all three of these councils in our church ς and from 
my heart. 
 
I am Art Ritter, your teacher today. 
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Just to make sure that you are in the right room ς this is the PCUSA 
Administrative Professionals Association 2012 Certification Course 
9ƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ  άPresbyterian 101.έ 
 
In six blocks, we address these suggested topics ς generally in this order.   
 
 
But, to get started here, I hope you have completed the first block before 
opening this one.   
 
Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Χ 
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This block deals with the Presbyterians in the pew - next to you.   
 
Who are those guys?   
 
And what can we expect of them? 
 
Well, the Research Services office of the Office of the General Assembly Mission 
Council put a little cheat sheet together for the commissioners at the 220th General 
Assembly in Pittsburgh this year ς as always, a fun-packed week, held in the hottest 
and most humid part of the summer ς early July. 
 
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ΨǘƘƻǎŜ ƎǳȅǎΩ ŀǊŜ Χ όǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
other sources, too). 
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First, they seem to be shrinking ς well, in number, anyway. 
 
We have seen a slow but steady decline in membership ς shown here over he last 
decade and a half ς we dipped below the 2 million mark in 2011. 
 
Lets look at the membership of our denomination in a bit more detail. 
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According to PCUSA 2008 - @25 
  
Presbyterian churches have half as many members as in 1965. 
  
Other denominations are losing members, not just the PC(USA). 
  
Knowing how separate components contribute to gains and losses can help target 
efforts to reverse trends. 
  
Implications  
The PC(USA) has half the members its predecessor denominations did in 1965, a net 
loss of almost 2.1 million members. The numbers presented here give no hint that 
this downward trend is abating; indeed, they indicate that in recent years the 
downward pattern has accelerated. One projection based on changes over the last 
decade would have the membership shrinking to zero in only 20 years. (The result of 
fitting a second-order polynomial curve to the 1999-2009 membership trend.)  
  
{ǳŎƘ ŀ άŘƻƻƳǎŘŀȅ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻέ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻƻ ǇŜǎǎƛƳƛǎǘƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
PC(USA) will make quick headway in reversing the downward trend is likewise 
unrealistic. Many societal forces work against such a reversal. For one thing, the 
downward trend in membership is not just a Presbyterian phenomenon, but has long 
characterized other mainline groups and, in recent years, some evangelical ones (e.g.,  
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Southern Baptists) as well. Low birth rates are a major reason, especially for 
Presbyterians, who long have had some of the lowest. Compounding the difficulty of 
generating growth via the reproductive route is, in recent years, the erosion of a 
longstanding pattern of Presbyterian congregations attracting more transfers than 
they lose. And the specter of aging baby boomers hovers over one of the more 
positive trendsτa decline in deaths.  
  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ t/ό¦{!ύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǉǳƛǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ άDǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 5ŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ²ƛŘŜέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ 
2010 meeting. Understanding different components of gains and losses and how they 
contribute to the overall picture, as in this essay, can help the denomination target its 
efforts. It is one thing to know that net membership losses are growing; another that 
such changes mainly result from declining numbers of gains; and still another that a 
sharp dropoff of transfers of both types is the largest component of the accelerating 
decline.  
  
While the latter may reflect larger societal trends, such as declines in religious 
involvement and civic participation, it may also suggest the need for more emphasis 
on reaching out to newcomers and assisting those who move away to find a church in 
their new community. The denomination has a member referral service and, while 
not widely used, it could be more broadly publicized and its functions enhanced.  
  
Of course, ultimately people join or leave a congregation, not a denomination. 
(Despite the widespread conventional wisdom that controversial denominational 
actions or policies lead many people to leave its congregations, various research 
studies have shown otherwise.) The social context may make the task of slowing net 
membership loss more difficult, but the efforts of pastors, sessions, and individual 
members are key. 
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Back to the GA cheat-sheet. 
 
Each of these bars represents a percent of a specific population. 
 
The blue bars show the age distribution of worshippers in the PC(USA) ς as a percent 
of worshippers of all ages in the PC(USA). 
 
The red bars represent the population distribution of the general population of the 
US ς as a percent of all of the general population of the US.  
 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ²² LL Ψōŀōȅ ōƻƻƳΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{Κ 
 
Do you see their parents in the PCUSA? 
 
 
As a church, we are proportionately older than the general population of the US,. 
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Lets view it in just a couple of numbers ς how much older we are ς and are getting to 
be.  Look at the two data points to get a trend-understanding of the bar chart. 

ÅOver this 7 ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ΨǘƘƻǎŜ ƎǳȅǎΩ Ǝƻǘ ƻƭŘŜǊ όŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇύΗ 
ÅSee also that over this 7 year period, the median age of the general 

population of the US has remained stable. 
ÅNote that over the same period, the age of our worshippers ς and of our 

pastoral leaders has been quite a bit older than the general population (9 
and 14 years older in 2001) ς ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ Χ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƭŘŜǊΦ όǘƻ мн ŀƴŘ мт 
years older, respectively. 

 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
Presbyterians live longer ς it simply means that the membership of our denomination 
is not increasing in the younger ages.   
 
As the pastor of our church suggested to our white-haired congregation ς ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
two choices:  invite your neighbors ς especially your younger neighbors -- to church, 
or start havinΩ ōŀōƛŜǎΗέ   
 
LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƻǳǊǘƘ Ǌƻǿ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ς all in their 80s ς first a quick intake of 
breath, then a bit of contemplation and slow smiles crept across their faces.  I have 
ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ Χ ōǳǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΗ 
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A majority of members and about half of the ruling elders are women. 
 
One third of our teaching elders are women ς and that percentage has been steadily 
increasing in recent years. 
 
Our parent denominations began ordaining women only about 80 years ago.  Old 
Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŜǊŀǎŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ Χ 
 
The Research Services statisticians expect these percentages trends to widen ς 
especially as global warming makes the golf season longer at both ends ς and as the 
televised football, basketball, and baseball seasons continue to expand. 
 
No, this last part is my conclusion ς but on a serious note, where are the men? 
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No matter what the recent votes at General Assembly may indicate, we are a 
conservative denomination on the issue of both the definition and practice of 
marriage.  
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But we are also pretty Caucasian and still relatively not very reflective of heritages 
within the community that surrounds us. 
 
Note how the percentages change though with the 220th GA commissioners ς and 
even more so with the Advisory Delegates. 
 
Can you explain that? 
 
(discussion) 
 
Well, the real reason is the declared and enforced commitment of the church to be 
both inclusive and representational in our leadership and elected representation ς 
pity the poor minority member of our congregations ς talk about over-tasking to 
achieve balance! 
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Here are some interesting indications; however ς the field for evangelism is ripe and 
may already be in our pews! 
 
How will we challenge these visitors this next Sunday - to meet Jesus face-to-face, be 
baptized, be discipled, be taught, and to be obedient to the King of all?  (Matthew 28 
ς the Great Commission). 
 
How are we challenging those on our membership rolls to these same things?  
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Where do we put these Great Commission efforts? 
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