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Hello- and welcome to class!

As aPCUSA ruling eldéggrace and Peace to each of yodfrom the congregation

and Session of the First Presbyter@murch of Las Vegas, Nevadserving the whole
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As the immediately Padtloderator of the Presbytery of Nevadapd be with you-
and greetingst- from the other 32 neighboring Presbyterian churches, worshipping
fellowships, new church developments, and specialized ministries and from the 53
active and retired pastors who together, comprise the Presbytery of Nevada which
covers the state and five counties in Eastern California.

And as a Nevadaresbytery Commissioner to the Synod of the Pag@fievhich our
presbyteryisaparty St O2YS FyR Syz22é DBRMOA3IT 2f &
churches in the other 10 presbyteries of our Synod which also includes Oregon,
LRFK2Z FTYR b2NIKSNY [/ FEAFT2NYAL X

| give you these greetings from all three of these councils in our clgeckl from
my heart.

| am Art Ritteryour teacher today

t

Ay

2 ¢



|

B

Lets begin with prayer ...

Open our hearts and minds to your
teaching Lord that we may learn
your ways and glorify you in
everything we do. Amen
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2012 APA Certification Course (Elective)
PRESBYTERIAN 101 (2.5 Hours)

History, Polity, Structure, Terminology of PC(USA)

see: http:// www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/101
[. Introductions
I1. Presbyterian Ethos
III. A little Presbyterian history
I'V. Introduction to polity — the Constitution: Part 1 Part 2
V. Entities/agencies of the Presbyterian Church
VI. Terms and acronyms we know and love

VII. Questions, comments, quiz

Just to make sure that you are in the right roqrthis is the PCUSA
Administrative Professionals Association 2012 Certification Course
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In six blocks, we address these suggested tapgenerallyin this order.

But, to get started here, | hope you have completed the first block before

opening this one.
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Some demographics ...
& A Snapshot of
Presbyterians

Andrew Browne
Board of Pensions

Deborah Bruce
General Assembly Mission Council

This block deals with the Presbyterians in the pewgxt toyou.

Who are those guys?

And what can we expeatf them?

Well, the Research Services office of the Office of the General Assembly Mission
Council put a little cheat sheet together for the commissioners at thé"Zzéneral
Assembly in Pittsburgh this yeaas always, a fupacked week, held in the hottest

and most humid part of the summerearly July.
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other sources, t00).



How many of us are there?

PC(USA) Membership
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First, they seem to be shrinkigwvell, in number, anyway.

We have seen a slow but steady decline in memberskipown here over he last
decade and a hatf we dipped below the 2 million mark in 2011.

Lets look at the membership of our denominatioraiit more detail.
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So where are we?

In its Quarter-century, the PCUSA:
Shrunk by 8% its congregations

Shrunk by half its membership
Shrunk by half its baptisms
Shrunk by two-thirds its new church development
Shrunk by 40% its minister ordinations
Grew by 10% its average worship attendance
Grew by 63% its per-member annual giving

According tcPCUSA 2008@25
Presbyterian churches have half as many members as in 1965.
Other denominations are losing members, not just the PC(USA).

Knowing how separate components contribute to gains and losses can help target
efforts to reverse trends.

Implications

The PC(USA) has half the members its predecessor denominations did in 1965, a net
loss of almost 2.1 million members. The numbers presented here give no hint that
this downward trend is abating; indeed, they indicate that in recent years the
downward pattern has accelerated. One projection based on changes over the last
decade would have the membership shrinking to zero in only 20 years. (The result of
fitting a seconebrder polynomial curve to the 1992009 membership trend.)
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PC(USA) will make quick headway in reversing the downward trend is likewise

unrealistic. Many societal forces work against such a reversal. For one thing, the
downward trend in membership is not just a Presbyterian phenomenon, but has long
characterized other mainline groups and, in recent years, some evangelical ones (e.qg.,



Southern Baptists) as well. Low birth rates are a major reason, especially for
Presbyterians, who long have had some of the lowest. Compounding the difficulty of
generating growth via the reproductive route is, in recent years, the erosion of a
longstanding pattern of Presbyterian congregations attracting more transfers than
they lose. And the specter of aging baby boomers hovers over one of the more
positive trends a decline in deaths.
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2010 meeting. Understanding different components of gains and losses and how they
contribute to the overall picture, as in this essay, can help the denomination target its
efforts. It is one thing to know that net membership losses are growing; another that

such changes mainly result from declining numbers of gains; and still another that a
sharpdropoff of transfers of both types is the largest component of the accelerating
decline.

While the latter may reflect larger societal trends, such as declines in religious
involvement and civic participation, it may also suggest the need for more emphasis
on reaching out to newcomers and assisting those who move away to find a church in
their new community. The denomination has a member referral service and, while

not widely used, it could be more broadly publicized and its functions enhanced.

Of course, ultimately people join or leave a congregation, not a denomination.
(Despite the widespread conventional wisdom that controversial denominational
actions or policies lead many people to leave its congregations, various research
studies have shown otherwise.) The social context may make the task of slowing net
membership loss more difficult, but the efforts of pastors, sessions, and individual
members are key.
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How do we compare?

==

Age of PC(USA) Worshipers
12% m PC(USA) Worshipers
10% m U.S. Population
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Age Groups
Back to the GA cheatheet.

Each of these bars represents a percent of a specific population.

Theblue bars show the age distribution of worshippers in the PC(J88h percent
of worshippers of all ages in the PC(USA).

The red bars represent the population distribution of the general population of the
USc as a percent of all of the general population of the US.
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Do you see their parents in the PCUSA?

As a church, we are proportionately older than the general population of the US,.
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The median age ...

Median Age of Presbyterians:

2001 and 2008

Worshipers
Pastoral leaders
U.S. population

2001
58
53
44

2008
61

56
44

Lets view it in just a couple of numbeyfiow much older we are and are getting to
be. Lookat the two data points to get a trerdnderstanding of the bar chart.
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A Seealso that over this 7 year period, the median age of the general
population of the US has remained stable.

A Notethat over the same period, the agé our worshippers; and of our
pastoral leaders has been quite a bit older than the general population (9
and 14 yearsolderin 2008} Yy R KlF & 32G0Sy X S@Sy 2t
years older, respectively.
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Presbyterians live longerit simply means that the membership of our denomination
is not increasing in the younger ages.

As the pastor of our church suggested to our whitgred congregatiogd 2 S KI @S
two choices: invite your neighbogsespecially your younger neighberdo church,
orstarthavilQ o6 0 A S&HE
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breath, then a bit of contemplation and slow smiles crept across their faces. | have
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A closer look...

| —

Presbyterians: Men and Women
Women Men
Members 60% 40%
Ruling Elders 51% 49%
Teaching Elders 33% 67%
GA Commissioners 44% 56%
GA Advisory Delegates 56% 44%

Members, ruling elders, teaching elders: Presbyterian Panel, 2011
Commissioners and advisory delegates: 2012 GA registrations

A majority of members and about half of the ruling elders are women.

One third of ourtteaching elders are womegand that percentage has been steadily
increasing in recent years.

Our parent denominations began ordaining women only about 80 years ago. Old
KFoAatda SNIasS atzgfte X

The Research Services statisticiargect these percentages trends to widen
especially as global warming makes the golf season longer at bothgemkas the
televised football, basketball, and baseball seasons continue to expand.

No, this last part isny conclusiong but on a serious note, where are the men?
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Still closer ...

Marital Status of Presbyterians
(age 25 years and older)

Married Single

Members 76% 24%
Ruling Elders 82% 18%
Teaching Elders 85% 15%
U.S. Population 51% 49%

&mbus. ruling elders, teaching elders: Presbyterian Panel, 2011

No matter what the recentotes at General Assembly may indicate, ave a
conservative denomination on the issue of both the definition and practice of
marriage.
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Too close?

Race/Ethnicity of Presbyterians

White Other
Members 94% 6%
Ruling Elders 94% 6%
Teaching Elders 91% 9%
GA Commissioners 84% 16%
GA Advisory Delegates 77% 23%
U.S. Population 72% 29%
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But we are also pretty Caucasiand still relatively not very reflective of heritages
within the community that surrounds us.

Note how the percentages change though with the 2ZDA commissionersand
even more so with the Advisory Delegates.

Can you explain that?

(discussion)

Well, the real reason is the declared and enforced commitment of the church to be
both inclusive and representational in our leadership and elected representation

pity the poor minority member of our congregatiogsalk about overtasking to
achieve balance!
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| Who is in church this Sunday?

Members and Non-Members in
Presbyterian Pews

Presbyterian
Are you a member here? y

Worshipers
Yes 81%
In process of joining 2%
No, but regularly participate 10%
No 6%

U.S. Congregational Life Survey, 2008/2009

Here are some interesting indications; howexgehe field for evangelism is ripe and
may already be in our pews!

How will we challenge these visitors this next Sundaymeet Jesus fact®-face,be
baptized, bediscipled be taught, and to be obedient to the King of all? (Matthew 28
¢ the Great Commission).

How are we challenging those on our membership rolls to these same things?
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Where do we put thes&reat Commission efforts?
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